
We thought you would like to know a little about the people who are offering  the
great sessions that we have!  We appreciate their hard work and hope you and 

your children enjoy learning in our unique setting.

Brenda Almenas
  I was born and raised in Puerto Rico. Then moved to Maryland to finish my BA in Psychology at Notre Dame
of Maryland. Later I married a handsome Canadian and we have two children that are dual enrolled
private/homeschool. My hobbies are crafts, computers & photography. I obtained my Alaska Teaching
Certification at Alaska Pacific University and currently hold a Professional Teaching Certificate.  I love dogs
but am currently the pet mom to three cats.

rlbergey@gci.netRon Bergey
  I am a life long Alaskan, grew up in Gakona and graduated from Glennallen High School. I earned a B.S in
Biology and a degree in secondary education and have now taught for 21 years. I love science and 
everything about it. In the summer I commercial fish for salmon, halibut and blackcod. I have been married
for 17 years and have 3 children. In my spare time I love to hunt, trap and coach wrestling. I appreciate the
diversity and the kids and Twindly as well as their interest in learning.

kb1fitmother@gci.netKimberly Bergey
   Kim Bergey lives in Palmer and has lived there most of her life.  She got involved with fitness at age 12
and has continued with this passion. Kim is a Certified Fitness Trainer & Certified Performance Nutritionist. 
She has worked at Academy Charter  teaching Middle School P.E. for the past six years and has assisted in
coaching wrestling for five years. Four of those years at Academy Charter and one year at Palmer Jr. Middle.
She also ran each seasons preconditioning program, training the wrestlers in strength, endurance, agility and
flexibility which has lead to successful and injury free kids.
    Kim has a special heart for kids eating right and being strong individuals. She thinks all kids are valuable
and all have what it takes to live a healthier life.  She has a unique way with kids in how to encourage them
and help them see their value and success. 

psbly@mtaonline.netSara Blydenburgh
  My name is Sara Blydenburgh, I have lived in Alaska for over 30 years, I have two children of my own and
love to learn and play with them. For many years I was a technician supervisor for a medical pharmacy and
recently left to spend more time with my children.  I take great joy and pride in teaching my kids and
working with them to learn new life skills. My family loves to explore the world around us and we enjoy
inventing new and silly games out of everyday house hold chores. I’m excited to be helping TBCS and
looking forward to a fun year.

mardene@mtaonline.netMardene Collins
  Mardene Collins is a retired MSBSD teacher and district office coordinator.  She taught both elementary and
middle school; teaching all subjects at the elementary level and math and literature/language arts at the
middle school level.  At the district office she coordinated professional development and assessment and
most recently was the Talented and Gifted Coordinator.
  Mardene has a BS from Brigham Young University in Therapeutic Recreation; teacher and administrative 
certifications from the University of Alaska; gifted education and distance learning endorsements from Utah
State University; and mathematics endorsement and a MS from Portland State University in Curriculum and
Instruction.
  She has taught quilting classes for many years along with 4-H cooking and sewing.  A recent achievement
has been to become certified as a group exercise instructor.  Her hobbies include quilting, sewing, music,
reading, enjoying great summers in Alaska and her family.

laurine.domke@matsuk12.usLaurine Domke
  Laurine is a highly qualified science teacher, with 27 years in the educational field.
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Continued ....
cjdotur@msn.comJennifer Dotur

  I am a professional speaker who developed skills from 4 years of H.S. speech & debate competitions,
received scholarship for college competition of speech & debate. Qualified for State, Nationals & World
debate competition in Italy.
  All ages can utilize the skills of public speaking that I can share from my experiences.

greg.gilauque@matsuk12.usGreg  Giauque
  I am a 7-12 Science teacher born and raised in Palmer. My family Homesteaded here in 1952 and have
continued to live and prosper here since.  I am a Palmer High School graduate with strong ties to the
Agriculture industry, My family still farms cold crops and potatoes in the valley.  After High School I attended
MatSu and UAF to earn a degree in Agriculture.  I decided that my life needed a challenge and I joined the
Marine Corps. I was trained in amphibious reconnaissance & and as a forward observer. While in the Marine
Corps Reserves I pursued a Degree in Biology and Secondary education in Gunnison CO. I met my wife in
college and we were married just prior to graduation. I returned to Alaska to teach in a Yupik village in the
Lower Yukon School District. I returned to Palmer after three years there and have taught at both Colony
and Wasilla High Schools for the past 14 years.  I have taught Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, AP
Chemistry, Algebra I & II, Trigonometry, General Math, Web Design, & Yearbook in addition to being a swim
coach, academic decathlon coach & science Olympiad coach.

aandemhardy@gmail.comEmily Hardy
  Emily graduated from Colony High School. She worked as a massage therapist and nutritional therapist
until she started a family. She started home schooling three years ago and has three kids, two dogs and a
cat. And loves teaching.

Kimberly Howell
  I have been a high school guidance counselor for the past 8 years and enjoy working with students to help
them reach their goals. Prepping students for post-secondary endeavors is important to help them achieve
their aspirations.

woolvz@me.comSarah Jasper
  I am a stay-at-home mother of four who also has a degree in practical nursing.  My husband and I have
homeschooled our children for several years, and we enjoy the opportunities it gives us to educate our
children in the way that works best for the individual child.  I teach because I believe we all have different
gifts that we can share.  I enjoy reading, sewing, being creative, and all things old and historical.

1biggdawg@excite.comTim Kelly
  Mr. Kelly ("Coach" Kelly) has been working with youth shooters for nearly 20 years. He is a NRA Certified
Pistol Instructor and NRA Range Safety Instructor He has coached two Jr. National Pistol Champion shooters
with multiple pistol championships won. He  also coached several adults to regional championship status. He
is a Match director for USA Shooting Alaska Jr. Olympic Qualifier match.

carone_juliet@hotmail.comCarone Lambert
  I'm a mother of four children and have been
homeschooling for three years. I'm a graduate of Wasilla High School and attended Mat-Su College where I
received my floral design license in 1994. I have extensive experience in floral design, art, and a variety of 
crafting. My academic strengths include creative writing, language arts, and reading.

2Page 8/28/201
5



Continued ....
alaskafunnyfarm4@gmail.comAmanda Leonard

  Amanda Leonard has been homeschooling her three daughters for the last 8 years.  She loves teaching and
enjoys when the kids have a “light bulb” moment.  Her education includes aeronautics, safety, business, and
criminal justice.  She is a certified BIA instructor in archery and has been involved with Girl Scouts for 17
years.  In Amanda's spare time she loves to sew and has been a member of the Valley Quilters Guild for the 
last 12 years.  She has been in the military for the last 16 years.  It seems as though Amanda leaves no rock
unturned and tries everything at least once!

connect.here.now@gmail.comLaura Lightfoot Rogers
Laura Lightfoot Rogers is a practitioner and instructor of holistic health and wellness modalities.
Professionally she is a registered yoga teacher, massage therapist, medical qi gong practitioner, kids
tumbling instructor, reiki practitioner, and labor support professional (doula). She enjoys using  principles
found in her studies of Ayurveda and Yoga; 5 Element Chinese Medicine and Qi Gong; acupressure for
physical and emotional well-being; Reiki; meditation; and herbal remedies and essential oils to help herself,
her family, and friends to feel at ease and in balance. And she is thrilled to be able to share all of this with
the wider world as a way to make her living, connecting with our Alaskan community as both a professional
and through volunteer work. She was a gymnast, recreational and competitive, from ages 4 to 17, and this
competitive level of a demanding but rewarding sport, coupled with an interest in science and the human 
condition, is what started her on the journey to the path of mind/body studies and practices. She has been
practicing yoga for 20 years; was initiated as a Reiki practitioner through the Usui Shiki Ryoho system in
2000; became a licensed massage therapist focusing on qi gong, acupressure, Thai yoga massage, and 
pregnancy/postpartum/family care in Anchorage in 2007; became a labor (birth) support professional 

preachergirl007@gmail.comAmy Marino
  I'm Amy and if you couldn't tell yet, I love art! I have my Bachelors of Fine Arts degree and have extensive
background working with children through many different avenues (inner city as Children's Director,
children's ministry, swim lessons, substitute teacher, etc). I'm looking forward to exploring the subject of
ART with your child!

michele.menzia@matsuk12.usMichele “Shelly” Menzia
  I’m a reading specialist with 30 years experience, BA in Special Education , masters in Education. 100 plus
hours training with Linda Mood-Bell Learning processes. LBLP Clininc director 95-96

bettina.mileur@matsuk12.usBettina Mileur
  Bettina is a certified teacher at Twindly Bridge Charter School. 

kdtsh@yahoo.comKaren Olson
  Karen has been a volunteer facilitator at Twindly Bridge for several years.  She spends many hours 
volunteering by teaching a variety of sessions to our students.  Her classes are always well attended and she
brings much enthusiasm & knowledge to her sessions.

melissably@hotmail.comMelissa Palaniuk
  Melissa is a home schooling parent of Twindly Bridge.

pennmadlen@gmail.comMadlen Penn
  Madlen Penn was born and raised in the capital city of Bulgaria – Sofia.  After graduating high school, she
moved to Trier, Germany to pursue a degree in English.  There, Madlen worked at a private tutoring agency
as a teacher for English, German, and Math for grades K-12.  Her husband’s employment by the US AF
brought their growing family to AK five years ago. 
  Madlen considers independent problem solving to be the most important skill one needs to acquire.  Thus,
regardless of the subject she is teaching, her foremost goals are to help the child establish a can-do attitude 
and build a set of productive habits.
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valerie.segerstrom@matsuk12.usValerie Segerstrom

  Valerie is a certified teacher at Twindly Bridge Charter School.

shibuko@hotmail.comMichael Taylor 
  I have been practicing karate since 1971 and a teacher since 1980. I have taught extensively in the public
school system of Alaska, both in south east Alaska and in the Mat-Su Valley.  This includes all levels from
pre-school thru the University of Alaska.
  I currently have advanced black belts in both Shotokan Japanese Karate and Shito-ryu Japanese Karate,
along with a black belt in Jujisu.. Nationally and internationally certified as an instructor. I have also taught
Karate in Europe and in Africa.

aleutmom@hotmail.comLisa Tcheripanoff
  Lisa has been a volunteer facilitator at Twindly Bridge for several years.  She spends many hours
volunteering by teaching a variety of sessions to our students.  Her classes are always well attended and
brings much enthusiasm & knowledge to her sessions.

bearpawarchery@mtaonline.netJudy Vanderwilt
  Judy Vanderwilt is the owner of BearPaw Archery of Wasilla, AK. She is NASP certified and hosts state
shoots for the competitive archer. She is an enthusiast for the sport and enjoys sharing her passion with
students.

jojo_foxx@hotmail.comTheresa Vandike
  I love music and children. As a youth I played the violin and sang in numerous choirs. Music has the power
to inspire, empower and lift us emotionally and intellectually. I am excited to bring my knowledge and love of
music to Twindly Bridge.

java.babe@live.comCyndy Wahlgren
  I started drawing when I was 6 years old when my gramma told me to draw exactly what I see and put a
pear on the table out on her patio near the trellis covered with roses. I have had no formal extended training
only the great benefit of teachers who invested in my interest throughout grade school.

karinaw@mtaonline.netKari  Warner
Hello, my name is Kari Warner and I’m happy to have the opportunity to be part of your child’s education! I
love to learn and to pass that love on to children through teaching. It’s great to have countless chances to
answer children's why’s? Questions and see those light bulbs go off above their heads when they discover
something new. In 2013 I completed my Alaska Elementary Teaching Certificate for teaching K-8. My Master
of Arts in teaching through UAS is almost complete. I have been a substitute teacher with the Mat-Su district
since 2008, teaching every grade from Pre-K thru 8th. Wasilla has been my home since 1985, except for 3
years in Germany where I had a wonderful time experiencing European culture. Hiking, cross country skiing
and spending time outdoors are my favorite things to do with my free time, followed by relaxing with a great
book.

john.weetman@matsuk12.usJohn Weetman 
  I first came to Alaska in 1985 teaching at Fort Yukon where I taught: kindergarten; 5th/6th grade
math/science; high school English, fine arts and business.
  In the early 1990’s I taught middle school in Juneau, then moved to Mountain Village for eight years
teaching kindergarten and 7th grade.  Then moved to the Valley in 2001 where I started my family and
worked in administration for the MSBSD.
  I feel my 11 years of varied teaching experience on the Yukon River and 18 years of administration lend
well to Twindly Bridge Charter School.  I look forward to meeting all of you, please feel free to stop in and
say hello or give me a call or email if you have any questions, comments or concerns.
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yo_vonne@hotmail.comYvonne Wilson

 Hola! My name is Yvonne Wilson and I am a TBCS parent and board member. As a family we have been
very grateful for our experience at TBCS. I believe that the success of any education system will depend on
the investment of caring parents. I feel very fortunate to be able to homeschool my children and especially
that I have learned to enjoy it (most of the time). When I was 8 years old I moved to Mexico with my family
to be closer to relatives. I learned to speak and write Spanish fluently while attending the local schools for
eight years.
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